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Tolerance, and dessert, sprea

.

leaders’ interfaith message
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Barclay Crawford

Dessertis on the table at the Pakistan
Club in Kowloon when a deep, spiri-
tual voice fills theroom. = ’
Jokes stop between two women —
onein a headscarf and the other un-
covered with blonde highlights.

The room of about 50 may be di- ]

vided between Jews and Muslims,
butall close theireyes to reflectonthe

Arabic chanting by Imam Muham— i

mad Arshad.
Once he fmlshes, Imam Arshad

explains that these enchanting

verses, appropriately, tell of Tbrahim
celebrating the proof that God exists.
. Debate and discussion follow,
with Rabbi David Kopstein compar-,
ing elements of the story to Judaism.
Ibrahim is known as Abraham in the
~ Torah. |
Butthen thereis another « a]l from
one side of the room. "Come on,
_everyone, time to get the dessert be-
_cause the ice cream is melting.” )
The crowd erupts in laughter.
For while this is a night to. cele-
‘brate the belief in God, its wider
theme is showing off to the world:
Hong Kong’s penchant for rehg10us
tolerance:

. As the dlners tuck into the1r fruit '

salad and ice cream, a Muslim man

lectures a Jewish man on why the -
‘mangoes from Pakistan are the best -

\

on the planet.

* - Atonetablesitsagroup ofwomen

that alternates Jew and Muslim.

_ There is a question from Mr Kop-
stein about why the ornate Jamia
Mosque in Mid-Levels has been
painted green.

' MrArshad is in the mIddle of ex-
plaining that green is the colour of

peace when another call comes from |

a table: “Because it’s cheaper than
wh1te'” More laughs

Itisnowwell after 1lpm on Thurs—
day, but the conversations on Prin-
cess Margaret Road show no sign of
ending.

The first dinner between the Unit-
ed Jewish Congregation and the In-
corporated Trustees of the Islamic

' CommumtyFundofHongKongtook

place last year.

Muhammad Arshad (centre), c h|ef imam of Kowloon,

to me, S

Mr Kopsteln sa1d one of the first
dialo guest he had upon arriving in the
city was with Mr Arshad, who in-

formed him ‘that the two commum ,
- tieshad ¢ dial relations.

“He eonewho reached out

v1te them 10" ‘us, > he sa1d “ButI don’t

able.

next tlme it’s our turn toin-

wnth Rabbl Dawd Kopstem (right), celebrate tolerance at the Paklstan club._ Photo David Wong

Mr Kopstein accepted there were ‘
- problems with interfaith relations

but said they were not msurmount—

it “Everythlng that is good to ﬁnd is
difficult to find,” he said.

‘Mr Arshad wants these interfaith

gathenngs to become notonly an an-

o ‘nual event inHo g Kongbut also an

Jhow
. an har'in’dny.

example to other multicultural parts
of the world. '
“We should meet wmh each other,
talk to each other, celebrate and em-
brace the similarities rather than
always looking for differences,” the
imam said. “This is an example of
we can all live together in peace ‘

”




